
Fighting for Anna (Michele 2, WDKY 8) by Pamela Fagan Hutchins 
Discussion Questions (SPOILER ALERT) 
 
1. How did you feel about Michele’s temporary move to a trailer in the country? What do you 
think the move says about her as a woman? A parent? An author and editor? 
2. Michele struggles with the indignities of middle age as well as widowhood, which leads her to 
doubting her inner Itzpa and viewing herself through another, darker lens. Talk about this inner 
transformation. Can you relate? 
3. Big wigs and politicos: how did the author’s treatment of the rich and powerful come across 
in this novel? What impact did wealth and power have on Gidget’s life? Her death? 
4. Michele moves to the country to be closer to her memories of Adrian, and another man pops 
up in her life. Do you think her relationship with Rashidi is authentic? How do you see it 
progressing, or not? 
5. Friends don’t come easily to Michele, and in this book we meet Maggie. Discuss why this 
friendship works for Michele. 
6. The loss of a parent and loss of a spouse within a year is devastating to Michele. To top it off, 
she learns she has a brother. How does Michele handle this trifecta of loss? What impact does 
loss play on her ability to be a parent/friend/daughter/mystery solver? How does the discovery 
of Gidget’s out-of-wedlock daughter play into this? 
7. Artists and art (as well as priceless vintage automobiles!) play a big role in this novel. Did this 
ring true for you as a reader? Do you enjoy the incorporation of pop culture and historical 
figures in fiction? 
8. The Wendish culture and their religious beliefs and practices impacted Gidget’s choices and 
the the choices of characters in the story. What do you think the author was trying to say about 
religious freedom, if anything? 
9. Was the mystery plot line suspenseful? When did you figure out “who done it,” and why? 
10. Was the ending satisfying and believable? 
 


